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ACCOUNTS 

Subpart  B — Branch  Line  /^counting 
System  Report 

Decision 

AGENCY:  Rail  Services  Planning 
Office,  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
'feion. 

ACTION:  Pinal  Rule  on  Amendments 
to  the  Branch  Line  Accounting 
Report. 

SUMMARY:  On  October  26.  1978  the 
Rail  Services  Planning  Office  (RSPO) 
published  proposed  amendments  to 
the  Branch  Line  Accounting  System 
that  would  (1)  replace  tlie  Branch 
Line  Annual  Report  Form  R-6  with  a 
certification  and  (2)  change  the  filing 
date  from  June  30  to  March  31  of  each 
year.  RSPO  is  amending  the  regula¬ 
tions  to  adopt  the  certification  to  re¬ 
place  the  current  Form  R-6  but  the 
filing  date  for  the  certification  will 
remain  June  30.  This  change  includes 
the  Form  R-6  that  will  be  filed  for 
data  collected  during  1978. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  January  1, 1979. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

James  Wells,  Chief,  Cost  Evaluation 
Branch,  Rail  Services  Planning 
Office  (202)  254-7552. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
On  October  26,  1978,  the  Rail  Services 
Planning  Office  published  proposed 
amendments  that  would  eliminate  the 
Annual  Report  of  Railroad  Branch 
Lines,  Form  R-6  and  replace  it  with  a 
certification  that  the  proper  data  was 
being  collected  and  maintained  for  all 
of  the  rail  lines  prescribed  by  the  reg¬ 
ulations.  In  addition,  the  proposed 
filing  date  of  the  certification  was  to 
be  on  or  before  March  31  instead  of 
the  current  June  30  date. 

Comments  on  the  proposed  changes 
were  submitted  by  several  state 
DOT’S,  individual  railroads  and  the 
Association  of  American  Railroads.  All 
of  the  submissions  agreed  that  the 
combined  data  submitted  to  the  ICC 
in  the  Form  R-6  was  of  little  value. 
The  states  expressed  concern  over  the 
availability  of  the  data  for  individual 
branch  lines  as  a  result  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendments.  The  notice  of  pro¬ 
posed  rulemaking  stated  withhout 
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qualification  that  the  proposed  change 
only  eliminated  the  process  of  combin¬ 
ing  the  individual  line  data  into  a  con¬ 
solidated  report.  In  addition,  the 
notice  said  that  the  states’  access  to 
the  data  was  not  altered  by  the 
amendments  that  were  being  prO: 
posed.  The  certification  will  be  filed 
for  data  collected  during  1978. 

The  notice  also  proposed  a  change 
related  to  the  filing  date,  for  the  certi¬ 
fication,  from  June  30  to  March  31  of 
each  year.  This  proposed  change  will 
not  be  made.  From  the  comments  re¬ 
ceived,  it  appears  that  this  would 
cause  some  confusion  as  to  the  avai- 
lablility  of  individual  line  data  subse¬ 
quent  to  the  submission  of  the  certifi¬ 
cation.  Therefore,  RSPO  has  decided 
that  the  certification  will  be  filed  on 
or  before  June  30,  the  same  date  that 
the  report  Form  R-6  had  been  due. 

The  AAR  proposed  that  the  burden 
on  the  railroads  could  be  further  re¬ 
lieved  by  not  requiring  them  to  main¬ 
tain  the  data  for  every  branch  line  at 
the  level  of  detail  called  for  by  the 
regulations.  The  AAR’s  reasoning  was 
that  (1)  the  detailed  data  has  not  been 
requested  for  every  line  for  which  it  is 
being  maintained  and  (2)  some  states 
do  not  want  the  information  at  the 
level  of  detail  required  by  the  regula¬ 
tions.  RSPO  feels  that  many  states 
have  not  requested  the  individual  line 
data  because  their  rail  planning  orga¬ 
nizations  are  currently  not  at  a  level 
that  allows  them  to  evaluate  informa¬ 
tion  for  every  line  within  their  state. 
However,  as  the  amount  of  Federal 
money  available  to  the  states  becomes 
less  and  decisions  have  to  be  made  on 
which  lines  will  continue  in  operation 
while  others  are  abandoned,  the  need 
for  more  precise  information  will  in¬ 
crease  as  well  as  the  level  of  knowl¬ 
edge  within  the  state  DOT’S.  The  level 
of  detail  that  a  state  wishes  to  obtain 
from  a  railroad  regarding  the  revenues 
and  expenses  of  particular  branch 
lines  is  a  matter  between  the  parties 
involved.  However,  the  regulations  will 
not  be  amended  regarding  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  the  detailed  data. 

The  certification  that  will  be  filed  by 
the  railroads  beginning  June  30,  1979 
will  be  included  in  the  regulations  as 
Appendix  I,  Certification  of  Branch 
Line  Accounting  System  Records.  The 
other  amendments  to  the  regulations 
arc  technical  changes  which  are  neces¬ 
sary  as  a  result  of  substituting  the  cer¬ 
tification  for  the  Form  R-6. 

This  is  not  a  major  Federal  action 
significantly  affecting  the  quality  of 
the  human  environment  within  the 
meaning  of  the  National  Environmen¬ 
tal  Policy  Act  of  1969. 

Issued  on  February  5,  1979  by  Alex¬ 
ander  L.  Morton,  Director,  Rail  Serv¬ 
ices  Planning  Office. 


By  the  Commission. 

H.  G.  Homme,  Jr. 

Secretary. 

Part  1201,  Subchapter  C,  Chapter  X, 
title  49  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is 
amended  as  follows: 

§  930  [Amended] 

1.  Section  930(a)  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows:  “(a)  General.  The  railroad 
shall  file  on  or  before  June  30  of  each 
calendar  year  the  certification  includ¬ 
ed  in  these  regulations  as  Appendix  I. 
The  railroad  shall  include  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  each  branch  line  using  the 
format  set  forth  in  Appendix  I  of 
these  regulations.  The  description  of 
each  branch  line  requires  the  same 
data  as  that  submitted  under  49  CFR 
1 121.21.  This  section  prescribes  the 
branch  line  information  required  in 
conjunction  with  the  system  diagram 
maps  specifying  the  line’s  designation, 
states  and  counties  traversed,  delinea¬ 
tion  of  mileposts,  and  location  of 
agency  and  terminal  stations.” 

2.  Section  930(b)  is  deleted. 

§  940  [Amended] 

3.  The  first  sentence  of  Section  940 
is  amended  to  read  as  follows:  “This 
section  specifies  the  format  in  which 
the  data  collected  for  each  branch  line 
shall  be  maintained.” 

§  950  [Amended] 

4.  The  first  sentence  of  Section  950 
is  amended  to  read  as  follows:  “This 
section  defines  each  account  outlines 
in  the  format  shown  under  Section  940 
of  these  regulations.” 

5.  Appendix  I,  “Certification  of 
Branch  Line  Accounting  System  Rec¬ 
ords”  is  incorporated  into  these  regu¬ 
lations  (end  of  Subpart  B)  in  the 
format  shown  below. 

Appendix  I 

CERTIFICATION  OF  BRANCH  LINE  ACCOUNTING 
SYSTEM  RECORDS 

Carrier:(Exart  legal  title  or  name  of  the  re¬ 
spondent)  — 


Name,  title,  telephone  number  and  address 
of  the  person  to  be  contacted:  / 

Name - 

Title - 

Telephone  Number:  (Area  Code)  and  (Tele¬ 
phone  number) - 

Office  Address:  (Street  and  number)  (City, 
State,  and  ZIP  code) - 


CERTIFICATION 

I,  the  undersigned, - 

of  (Title  of  officer  in  charge  of  accounts)  — 


(Pull  name  of  reporting  company)  - 

certify  that  during  the  calendar  year  19 - 

the  branch  line  accounting  system  data 
were  collected  and  maintained  for  each  line 
that  met  the  criteria  set  forth  in  49  CFR 
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1201,  Subpart  B,  Section  920(a),  Lines  For 
Which  Data  Collection  Is  Required.  (Docket 
No.  36366). 

Signature  - 

Date - 

The  lines  covered  by  this  certification  are 
described  below:  (De.scribe  each  branch  line 
separately  using  the  following  format  as  set 
forth  in  49  CFR  1121.21.) 

(a)  Carrier’s  designation  for  lipe  (Ex. 
Zanesville  Secondary  Track): 

(b)  State  or  states  in  which  line  is  located: 

(c)  County  or  counties  in  which  line  is  lo¬ 
cated: 

(d)  Milepost  delineating  each  line  or  por¬ 
tion  of  line; 

(e)  Agency  or  terminal  station(s)  located 
on  line  or  portion  of  line  with  milepost  des¬ 
ignations; 

(f)  Current  category  designation  and  date 
placed  in  that  category:  and 

(g)  Previous  category. 

(FR  Doc.  79-5049  Filed  2-13-79;  11:37  am) 
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Natior»al  Archi¥es  and  Records  Service 
General  Services  Administration 


Price:  $2.30 

Compiled  by  Office  of  the  Federal  Register, 
National  Archives  and  Records  Service, 
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Order  from  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402 


Directory  of 
Federal  Regional 
Structure 

[Revised  as  of  May  1,  1978] 


The  Directory  serves  as  a  guide  to  the  regional 
administrative  structure  of  the  departments  and  agencies 
of  the  Federal  Government. 

Designed  to  provide  the  public  with  practical 
information  about  regional  offices,  the  Directory  is 
particularly  useful  to  citizens  residing  ouU  Ide  the 
Nation’s  Capital. 

included  in  the  Directory  is  a  map  showing  the 
10  standard  Federal  regions  followed  by  tables  listing 
the  key  personnel,  addresses,  and  telephone  numbers  for 
agencies  with  offices  in  those  regions.  In  addition, 
maps  and  tables  are  provided  for  those  agencies  with 
regional  structures  other  than  that  of  the  standard 
regional  system. 


MAIL  ORDEIt  FORM  To: 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office.  Washington,  D.C.  20402 
Enclosed  find  $ _ (check,  money  order). 

Please  send  me _ copies  of  Directory  of  Federal  Regional  Structure,  at  $2.30  per  copy. 

Stock  No.  022-003-00949-3 

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 

P/«csa  chargt  this  ordjr 

*  Street  address _ _ _  _ _  _ _ 

to  my  Doposit  Account 

No. _ City  ar>d  State _ _ _ _  ZIP  Code  _  _  ,  _ 

FOR  PROMPT  SHIPMENT.  PLEASE  PRINT  OR  TYPE  ADDRESS  ON  LABEL  BELOW  INCLUDING  YOUR  ZIP  CODE 
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Chargea 
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